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A cat-like creature begins to fall asleep after reading a favorite book, but then 
realizes the book is gone and imagines all the terrible things that could have 
happened to the book. Did a bear eat it? Did a stegosaurus stomp on it? This 
character demonstrates the joy and comfort that readers feel for their books. 

Activity Ideas for Maybe a Bear Ate It: 

• Make small books with the children by folding and stapling printer or construction 
paper together. Have them draw pictures inside of things that are important to them, 
and write down what each picture shows. Let the children read their books to each 
other. Writing and reading skills develop together, and children need to be able to 
see themselves as both readers and writers. 

• Ask children to talk about a time when they lost a treasured object. What did they do 
to try to find it again? What happened next? Did they find the object or not? 
Describing events from their own lives helps children learn that stories have a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. Understanding this structure helps them to make 
sense out of the stories that they read.

• In the story, the bear, bat, shark, stegosaurus, rhino, and elephant turned out to be 
stuffed toys that the character owned and imagined took the book. Get out stuffed 
animals or other favorite toys and have the children imagine what would those toys 
would do if they had the book. Would they chomp on it with their teeth? Would they 
hide it in their pouch? Imaginative play gives children a chance to put their thoughts 
into words. Children have an easier time reading the words that they speak more 
than words that they understand but don’t say themselves. 

• Choose one of your favorite books to read to the children. Tell them who used to 
read it to you, or why you like it, or how it makes you feel. Grownups are powerful 
models of reading behavior; if the adults in their lives demonstrate that books and 
reading are important to them, children are more likely to believe books and reading 
are important, too. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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