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A very hungry wolf who can’t get any respect from some literate farm animals 
decides to learn to read by going to school, practicing his reading skills, using 
the library, and buying a book of his own. In the end, the wolf becomes just as 
enthralled with the magic of books as the other animals. Wolf! shares a story 
about how reading can change lives in positive ways. 

Activity Ideas for Wolf!: 

• As you read this story, ask the children open-ended questions, such as: “How do you 
think the wolf feels when the farm animals ignore him?”, “What would you do if you 
were as hungry as the wolf?” Asking questions that don’t have simple yes or no 
answers involves the children by giving them a chance to tell part of the story, too. 

• On the front title page, the Wolf is practicing his writing. Practicing writing helps 
children learn that print has meaning. Explore letters with the children in different 
ways: Spell “Wolf” or each child’s name by drawing the letters in the air, or 
pretending to write the letters on the floor. Or pass around magnetic letters, or toys 
with letter shapes on them (like blocks or puzzle pieces) and have the children trace 
the letters with their fingers. Tracing shapes with fingers allows children to practice 
the small and large muscle movements needed to form letters without having to hold 
on to a crayon or pencil at the same time. 

• Talk about what animals lived on the farm in this story. Sing a song like “Old 
MacDonald Had a Farm,” using only the animals that appear in the book. In songs, 
each syllable has a separate note, which helps children hear that words can be 
broken up into separate syllables. This awareness will help them sound out words one 
part at a time when they read. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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