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A music-loving extended family gathers for a party, singing jazz and blues and 
dancing together, ending with the baby falling deep asleep. Jazz Baby shows 
a family clapping, snapping, and tapping out rhythms, and the rhyming scat 
and bebop nonsense syllables highlight their enjoyment of language. 

Activity Ideas for Jazz Baby: 

• Listen to jazz music together. Your local children’s librarian can help you find 
recordings that will be fun to share with children. What instruments can you hear? 
What do they sound like? Do they sound the same or different? Can you make 
sounds like the ones you hear? Being a good listener is a part of oral language skills, 
which are important because they are the foundation for written language skills.

• After you read the book together, go back and have the children say the bebop 
phrases in the story, such as Go-Man-Go, Doo-Wop-Doo, Rum-Tum-Tum, Bop-Bop-
Bop, and Oh, Yeah! Ask them to say them very quickly, then ask them to say them 
very slowly. Can they make up their own bebop words and say those fast and slow? 
Playing with the sounds of our language will give children more confidence in 
identifying the separate sounds in the words they read.  

• Share a nonfiction book about musicians or musical instruments, with the children. 
Then use shaker eggs, rattles, or other instruments, either purchased or homemade, 
and have the children play in a band together. Making connections between books 
and real-life experiences is one way to help children become motivated to learn to 
read, because they learn that books contain stories and information that is relevant to 
their interests. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org/content/bell-awards
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