
The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support  
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards 

The 2021 Bell Award Winners 
 
READ: Help Wanted: Must Love Books 
by Janet Sumner Johnson, illustrated by 
Courtney Dawson 
Capstone Editions, 2020    ISBN-13: 978-
1684460755 

Shailey loves bedtime stories. When her dad gets too busy with work to read to her every 
night, she fires him and attempts to hire a new reader. She interviews familiar fairy tale 
characters until she finds just the right person for the job. 

 
WRITE: It’s Okay 
by Shiow-Miin Tsai 
Reycraft Books, 2020    ISBN-13: 978-1478868224 
Drawing is fun, but not when you make a mistake. Or is it? Join a child and his mother as 
they learn how to turn imperfections into art. 

 
SING: Here We Go Digging for Dinosaur Bones 
by Susan Lendroth, illustrated by Bob Kolar 
Charlesbridge, 2020    ISBN-13: 978- 1623541040 
Dinosaur-obsessed little ones will love going through a paleontologist's motions of digging, 
sifting and cleaning bones. Set to the familiar tune of "Here We Go 'Round the Mulberry 
Bush," this engaging book will have everyone singing all the way to the dinosaur factoids 
at the end! 

TALK: The Paper Kingdom 
by Helena Ku Ree, illustrated by Pascal Campion 
Random House Books for Young Readers, 2020   
ISBN-13: 978-0525644613 
 
A beautifully illustrated, own voices story about a young boy who accompanies his parents 
to their night job as office janitors. To keep the boy entertained, his parents tell him stories 
of an imaginary Paper Kingdom full of wonder and adventure. 

PLAY: My Rainy Day Rocket Ship 
by Markette Sheppard, illustrated by Charly Palmer 
Denene Millner Books/Simon Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2020   
ISBN-13: 978-1534461772 
 
It's too rainy outside, so it's time for play inside! A young boy uses his creativity, 
imagination and help from his parents to make a super rocket ship out of 
everyday objects. 
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