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Meeow is the proud owner of a big brown box that, with some art supplies 
and a little imagination, he transforms into his very own fire truck. Simple, bold 
text explains what Meeow is doing step by step and asks readers to guess 
what Meeow is making. Open-ended play builds children’s language skills 
because it encourages them to create plans, make choices, and use 
representational thinking.     

Activity Ideas for Meeow and the Big Box: 

• Bring a large box to the children, choose something to make out of it, and as a first 
step have them use markers or paint and paintbrushes to color all the sides. When 
children write or draw on vertical surfaces, their wrists and hands automatically take 
the correct positions for strong and stable writing grips. 

• Talk to the children and help them brainstorm a list of what they could make out of an 
empty box. Write down their thoughts on a large piece of paper, and read the list 
back to the children when you are done. Writing down ideas helps make children 
aware of how writing is used; seeing their words on paper and hearing them read 
aloud gives them a concrete connection to the abstract concepts of reading and 
writing.

• Glue or tape 4-6 shoeboxes together along their sides so that you can stand them up 
to make a small set of “shelves” with the open tops of the boxes facing the children. 
Put a small object from the book in each of the shoeboxes: a mug, a paintbrush, a 
block, scissors, a toy fire truck, or even a dollhouse chair. Ask the children questions 
such as, “What is above the fire truck?” or “What is next to the mug?” Try it another 
way and ask them to tell you where the paintbrush is, inviting them to use words such 
as “below,” “on top of,” “under,” “over.” This reinforces the meanings of words for 
ideas that children can’t touch or feel, but still need to know to make sense out of 
what they read.  

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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