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The Neighborhood Mother Goose is a collection of traditional Mother Goose 
rhymes illustrated with photographs of contemporary children acting out the 
rhymes and songs. This edition demonstrates that nursery rhymes continue to 
be relevant, and also serves as a model for how and when nursery rhymes can 
be recited throughout a child’s day.

Activity Ideas for The Neighborhood Mother Goose: 

• Read nursery rhymes from other Mother Goose books, such as Tomie DePaola’s 
Mother Goose or My Very First Mother Goose by Iona Opie and Rosemary Wells. 
Read the same nursery rhyme in each book and look at the pictures. How are they 
the same? How are they different? What are the characters doing? Talking about the 
illustrations in books leads to better understanding of the story. 

• Have the children choose a favorite nursery rhyme from the book and draw a picture 
of it. Ask them to talk about what they chose to draw for their picture and why. Write 
the words of the nursery rhyme on the drawing and read it out loud. Understanding 
that the ideas we think and say can be represented on the page by illustrations and 
text is a critical early literacy milestone for young children.

• Practice memorizing a rhyme by saying it together every day or every week, then 
work together to learn another rhyme. Children who know several nursery rhymes by 
heart before kindergarten often have an easier time learning to read, because 
they’ve internalized rules for how words are put together out of smaller sounds. 

• Act out nursery rhymes, switching in children’s names for the names in the rhymes, 
such as, “Sarah be nimble, Sarah be quick, Sarah jump over the candlestick,” or, 
“Señor Jorge sat on tuffet eating his curds and whey.” Acting out stories helps 
children understand and remember them more easily. The more nursery rhymes 
children know, the more they will understand when other books and stories mention 
nursery rhyme characters and their actions. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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