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Tanka, an elephant, and his friend, Skunk, combine rhythm and rhyme as they 
play the drums and play with words. Tanka Tanka Skunk! creates a fun 
reading experience that allows children to listen to and play with the sounds 
and syllables in words. 

Activity Ideas for Tanka Tanka Skunk!: 

• After you read the book together, read it again, clapping once for every syllable. 
Help children notice that “Tan-ka” has two claps for two syllables, and “Skunk” has 
one clap for one syllable. What other words in the book can you clap out together? 
How many claps or syllables do they have? How many claps or syllables are in each 
child’s name? Learning that words break apart into syllables a phonological 
awareness skill that will help children sound out words when they become readers. 

• Tanka Tanka Skunk! repeats the names of the animals in different patterns. Use toys, 
blocks, felt shapes, or other small objects to make patterns, then say the patterns out 
loud. Such as, “car, car, truck, car, car, truck,” or “blue block, yellow block, yellow 
block,” or “circle, square, circle, square.” Children will need to be able to recognize 
patterns in letters, words, and sentences when they are readers. 

• Write out the names of the animals from the book. Can children find all the names 
that have the letter K in them? How about the letter A? Or T? Write out the names of 
the children in your group or family and look to see if they can find which letters are 
the same or different. Children learn the letters in alphabetical order when they learn 
the “ABC Song,” but they will need to be able to recognize letters in many different 
combinations when they read words. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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