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Pete the Cat is walking down the street in his brand new white shoes, when he 
steps first in a pile of strawberries, then blueberries, then mud, and finally, 
water. Pete doesn’t cry, though, he keeps walking along and singing about 
how much he loves his shoes. Pete the Cat encourages children’s participation 
by seamlessly adding a simple song they can sing to the reading experience. 

Activity Ideas for Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes: 

• Gather a variety of shoes or just look at all the different shoes children are wearing 
in your group. Sing Pete’s song, changing the descriptive words to match the shoes 
you see: “I love my pink boots,” or “I love my Spiderman shoes.” Being able to use 
specific words to describe objects is a type of comprehension skill. 

• In the story, Pete’s shoes change color when he steps in various piles and puddles. 
Talk about what would happen if he stepped in pineapple juice: What color would it 
turn his shoes? What could he step in to make his shoes turn purple? Or green?
Conversations like this help build vocabulary. The more words children know and 
hear, the better they are able to understand what they read in books. 

• Have the children tear strips of paper, then hold them between their fingers and 
thumbs to dip them into different substances (mud, mustard, milk, chocolate sauce) or 
paints. Tearing paper and gripping small objects develops finger strength for writing 
activities. Ask the children what they think will happen: what if you dip the paper into 
mustard and then ketchup? Or into blue and then yellow? Making predictions is 
something good readers do to help them understand the events in a story.   

• Put one shoe from every child in a pile and have them each choose one. The first 
player says, “I have a blue boot. Who has a yellow tennis shoe?” The holder of the 
tennis shoe then says, “I have a yellow tennis shoe. Who has a red flip-flop?” This 
game reinforces basic sentence structure. It also gives children practice noticing 
differences between objects, a skill they will use to recognize letter shapes. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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