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Max and Ruby are baking cakes for Grandma’s birthday and he needs 
“Red-Hot Marshmallow Squirters” for decoration. When Ruby sends him to the 
store with a list of ingredients, Max tries to scribble what he wants on the 
bottom. The grocer just can’t figure out what Max means until he draws a 
picture of it instead. Bunny Cakes shares Max’s gradual realization that some 
marks will convey meaning better than others. 

Activity Ideas for Bunny Cakes: 

• After you read the book together, look for ways to add writing to your children’s 
play time. They could write or draw lists of groceries when they play store, create 
menus to play restaurant, or maps to play buried treasure. This shows children that 
writing is a part of everyday life and is used for many different purposes, motivating 
them to become writers as well as readers. 

• Talk to the children about how to bake a cake. Bring a recipe card or printout, an 
ingredient (such as salt or baking powder) that has a label, or even a measuring cup 
marked with numbers and words, and read them to the children to show how reading 
helps us accomplish our goals. Another conversation could be about how reading 
maps, tickets, and signs helps us to travel, or how reading instructions and labels can 
help us make things. When adults show children that they value reading and writing, 
children learn to value them, too. 

• Sing “Happy Birthday” to Ruby and Max’s Grandma. Can the children think of other 
times when they sing special songs? You might ask about clean-up songs in their 
classroom, a hello song at storytime, a lullaby at bedtime, or a theme song for a 
favorite TV show. Show them a picture book based on a song that has the music 
notation and lyrics in the back of the book. Songs help us communicate ideas and 
feelings, and there are special ways to read and write that can help us share songs 
with each other. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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