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At the beach, Greg draws a lion in the sand with a stick. When his dad tells 
him not to leave his picture, Greg adds a very long tail that allows him to take 
a walk all the way down the shore. After he realizes how far away he is, the 
tail he drew guides him perfectly all the way back to his father. A Beach Tail 
gently introduces the idea that writing and drawing are purposeful activities.

Activity Ideas for A Beach Tail: 

• The author repeats the words “swish-swoosh” to describe the sounds of the ocean. 
Run your finger under the words each time you read them aloud, and invite the 
children to say them along with you. With older children you can talk about how the 
words sound the same and the letters look the same each time the phrase appears in 
the book, helping them make connections between oral and written language. 

• Let children use sticks to make marks in dirt, sand, or snow; or let them use craft sticks 
or their their fingers in trays of rice, pudding, or paint. Show younger children how to 
make straight lines and scribbles; show older children how to make zigzags, circles, 
and curves. This provides practice in the hand-eye coordination they will need to 
write letters. 

• On a large piece of paper, draw a line or a shape. Ask the children to take turns 
adding to the picture with their own lines and shapes. Talk about what you are 
drawing together. Can they tell a story about whatever it is? What else should they 
add to the picture to go along with the story? Drawing pictures are some of 
children’s first experiences with telling their own stories; being able to tell stories 
helps build comprehension skills.  

• Make a list of all the objects Greg sees at the beach. Talk about sandcastles, crabs, 
and jellyfish so that the children know what they are. Think about other objects they 
might see at the beach and add them to your list. Talking about words in context 
helps children build their vocabularies. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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