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When Pete is stuck inside on a rainy day, his parents pretend he is a pizza, 
making toppings out of everyday objects like checkers and torn paper. Pete’s 
a Pizza shows how games can provide opportunities for children to use and 
hear a wide variety of words (such as “mozzarella” and “knead”), as well as 
serving as a great example of a parent initiating pretend play with their child.

Activity Ideas for Pete’s a Pizza:  

• Have a taste test with tomatoes, pepperoni, cheese, and other pizza toppings. 
(Alternately, make clip art or felt shapes to represent the toppings and let the 
children choose their favorites.) Make a chart to record who likes what. When 
children see all the different ways that we read (for charts, menus, maps, etc) they 
can become more motivated to learn to read themselves. Motivation is important 
because learning to read is hard work!    

• Sing, “I’m Making Pizza Pie” to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.” 
     I’m making pizza pie, I’m making pizza pie, 
     High ho the derry o, I’m making pizza pie. 
Add your own verses such as “I’m kneading up the dough,” or “I’m spreading on the 
sauce.” Singing songs with simple sentences helps children learn the patterns of our 
language. 

• Act out the motions of making a pizza: Have children raise and lower their arms as 
you say, “Toss the dough up!” and “Now bring your arms down to catch it!” Show 
them how to make a circles in the air in front of them as you say, “Spread the sauce 
around and around.” Then move your wiggling fingers left and right as you say, 
“Sprinkle cheese across the pizza!” Children will need to understand the meanings of 
the words like “up,” “down,” “around,” and “across” when their teachers begin to 
show them how to write the letters of the alphabet. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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