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From the backseat, what do you see? Backseat A-B-See showcases a different 
road sign for each letter of the alphabet as a parent and a child drive in a car. 
Recognizing and reading road signs is one of the first ways children begin to 
understand that print is all around us, and that it carries meaning. 

Activity Ideas for Backseat A-B-See: 

• Share other books about cars or trucks with the children, both nonfiction and fiction. 
Are there road signs in the pictures? What do the signs mean? What facts do they 
learn about cars or trucks from the books? Talking about objects like signs and books 
lets children know that we read for many different purposes (for directions from 
signs, for information from nonfiction books, for stories from picture books), and gives 
them many reasons to learn to read themselves. 

• Go on a scavenger hunt in your house, classroom, or library with the children. 
Where can they recognize letters, numbers, or words? On labels, books, computers, 
containers, T-shirts, advertisements? Talk about why all these different objects have 
print on them. Before they can learn to read, children need to be able to see that 
print is different than pictures and be able to recognize it wherever it appears. 

• Sing the “ABC Song” slowly as you turn the pages of the book. Point to each letter 
as you sing it, or have the children point to it. Pointing to the letter as you sing or say 
its name helps children realize that each sound in the “ABC Song” corresponds to a 
specific letter, and that each letter has a different shape. Knowing that letters have 
names, and shapes, and sounds is a first step to learning to read. 

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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