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A family walks through their neighborhood, sharing greetings with their friends 
in many different languages. Say Hello shares the type of day-to-day oral 
language exposure that helps lay the foundation for children’s written 
language skills, while celebrating multiple-language environments.

Activity Ideas for Say Hello: 

• Have children paint or draw pictures (or print photos) of their friends and family, 
including themselves. Ask for each person’s name and write (or help the children 
write) them on each picture. Point out the letters that make up each name. Often the 
first letters a child learns to recognize are the letters in his or her own name.   

• Build a neighborhood out of blocks. Ask the children to tell you who lives there: 
friends, family, pets, shopkeepers? Pretend you are going on an errand and visit 
everyone in the neighborhood. What might you say to them? Asking questions allows 
children the chance to practice saying the words they know. The more familiar they 
are with many words and their meanings, the easier it will be to read those words on 
the page. 

• Talk about different ways to say hello (such as, hi, how are you, good morning) and 
different ways to say good-bye (so long, bye-bye). Find out if the children know the 
rhyme “See you later, alligator.” Can you create a list of other animal rhymes? 
Rhyming games are a fun way to build awareness of the rhythm of language. 
In a while, crocodile               See you soon, baboon       Goodbye, butterfly 
Hang loose, grey goose         Mañana, iguana                Toodle-loo, kangaroo

• Sing and listen to songs in all the languages your children know or are learning. The 
rhymes in songs help children learn to hear the separate sounds in words, and these 
types of skills, gained in one language, can support early literacy development in 
another.

The CLEL Bell Picture Book Awards are given to books that provide excellent support 
of early literacy development in young children. For more information 

and for other activity sheets, visit http://www.clel.org and select the CLEL Bell Awards tab.
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